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Thank you for considering writing a book for the series Creative Research Methods in Practice edited by Helen Kara for Policy Press. These are short, practical, how-to textbooks of 30-40,000 words, which will be affordably priced. 
What each book needs to do:
1. Focus on one creative research method, or a few closely related creative research methods (e.g. different types of enhanced interviewing, or text, audio, visual, stitch and other diaries).
2. Outline the background and context of the method. This is not intended to be a formal literature review, but we would expect to see some reference to recent and relevant methods literature. We use a wide definition of ‘literature’ to include work published in blog posts, zines, and other such formats, alongside formal academic literature; this is welcomed rather than compulsory. 
3. Describe the method in enough detail for someone else to be able to use it themselves.
4. Explain how the method has been used in practice. Where possible, give examples of its use from different disciplines, transdisciplinary projects, and different parts of the world, including the global South.
5. Outline challenges faced in using the method and how they were overcome.
6. Include the ethical aspects of the method, such as which ethical problems it solves and which ethical difficulties it raises.
7. Consider the strengths of the method, and its limitations, with evidence.
8. Discuss other potential applications for the method: in conjunction with other methods, in other types of research, in other fields or disciplines, in practice-based contexts, in other geographical areas, and so on.
9. Recognise and acknowledge that readers may range from novice to very experienced researchers, and write accordingly.
10. Include a chapter summary in bullet points at the start of each chapter to show what the chapter will cover. 
11. Include reflective questions at the end of each chapter, to support learning for both novice and experienced researchers.
12. Include exercises to help readers learn, think, experiment.
13. Include at least one other pedagogical feature: case studies, vignettes, timelines, checklists, best practice guidelines, etc.

What each book may also do:
14. Draw on theory, where appropriate.
15. Include illustrations, diagrams, and other visual elements (if you want to use a lot of these, please discuss it with the series editor at an early stage).
16. Include other elements you may consider relevant, such as boxed examples, quotations, or a glossary.
17. Suggest further reading.

We do not expect items 2-8 above to form a section or chapter each – though they may do, if that is the best format for your book. We are entirely open to creative presentations of your work.
If you have any questions, please get in touch: helen@weresearchit.co.uk 
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